
Noon Bible Study: 1 Timothy 1 (Part 3) 
We know that Paul’s purpose for writing to Timothy was out of concern for the life and health of the church.  Timothy is tasked 
with confronting those teaching those things not in line with Paul’s apostolic instruction.  Things have gotten off track in the 
church (likely Ephesus) and Timothy is tasked with addressing some of these issues head on.  Not an easy task.  Today we’re going 
to look at two main themes. First, the role of the prophetic in the life of the early church and second, the role of church 
discipline in the church. 
 
1 Timothy 1:18-20 - Naming Names 
 
v. 18 - Prophetic Weaponry - “this command” is probably referring to the previous call from Paul that Timothy remain in Ephesus 
to “instruct certain men to not teach strange doctrines (1:5)” 
 
Paul trusts that Timothy is capable to do the Lord’s work and encourages him by reminding him about the “prophecies previously 
made (1:19)”, perhaps at his ordination, which would give Timothy confidence that the Lord is with him. 
 
This is an interesting window into the early church’s view on prophetic utterances as well as the place that God’s word holds in 
the life of a believer to bring encouragement for the ministry. 
 
A few observations: 
 

• At some point in Timothy’s life, (perhaps at his ordination, cp. 1 Timothy 4:14), words of prophecy were spoken to/over him. 
• Prophecy is a word used to speak of inspired words spoken from God.  Sometimes prophecy is a word from God about the 

future, but also it is a word from God in general.  
• If Timothy (or anyone) would listen to these words and believe that they are from God, then the power of God’s word 

could be unleashed upon their heart and life.  Paul says to Timothy “by them (the prophetic words), you can “fight the 
good fight” (v. 18) 

 
In this case, Timothy had a potentially difficult task of confronting charismatic teachers who were teaching wrongly. These 
teachers might have been older than Timothy, more learned in the Scriptures than Timothy or prone to anger when given criticism 
- for Timothy to believe that God was with him and would work through him would have proved invaluable and so Paul encourages 
Timothy to not just remember the general promises of God but to specifically remember the words/promises of God spoken to and 
about Timothy’s life and ministry. 
 
The early church had an active prophetic ministry as well as an expectation/belief that God was speaking to his people. 
 
Q - What are your thoughts on this? What place does prophecy have in the church today? 
 
Q - Can you speak of the power that believing what God says has in your life as a believer? 
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v. 19-20 - “Shipwreck in regard to their faith” 
 
If Timothy will remain faithful to what God has said, he will do well.  He also is told to keep a “good conscience”. God has given 
us a conscience to serve as a sort of guide to right/wrong. It’s that interal alarm that tells even as children that lying or 
stealing are wrong and that we should feel bad if we do those things. But as we grow, we often begin to ignore those promptings 
from God and turn off the alarms, allowing us to practice sinful behaviors and ignore bad feelings.  In this case, Paul tells 
Timothy to keep a good conscience in his work, because this is not what others have done.  And then he specifically mentions two 
people, Hymenaeus and Alexander, who presumably were followers of Jesus (perhaps even leaders) but did not keep a good 
conscience and have gotten “shipwrecked in regard to their faith (v. 19)” 
 
Hymenaeus & Alexander: We don’t know exactly who these two are but we know a little about them from Paul’s writings. They are 
both mentioned here and again in 2 Timothy: 
 

2 Timothy 2:16-18 - But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, 17 and their talk will 
spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 men who have gone astray from the truth saying that the 
resurrection has already taken place, and they upset the faith of some. 

 
2 Timothy 4:14 - Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 

 
Q - What can you take away about Hymenaeus and Alexander from these descriptions? 
 
A few key terms: 
 

v. 19 - suffered shipwreck - <3489> ναυαγέω nau-ageo - is a compound word describing a ship/vessel breaking apart.  
It is used one other time in the New Testament, where Paul is recounting a literal shipwreck he experienced (2 Cor. 11:25) 

 
v. 20 - handed over (to Satan) - <3860> παραδίδωμι para-didomi - speaks to someone being handed over or betrayed. 
In this usage Paul is speaking of church discipline - in other words, rather than these individuals as followers of Jesus, 
being led by Christ, they have been given into Satan’s custody to experience what life is like under his rule instead.  Paul 
uses this phrase one other time: 

 
1 Corinthians 5:5 - I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

 
 Here is the fuller context: 

 
1 Corinthians 5:1-5 (NLT) - I can hardly believe the report about the sexual immorality going on among you-- something 
that even pagans don't do. I am told that a man in your church is living in sin with his stepmother. 2 You are so proud of 
yourselves, but you should be mourning in sorrow and shame. And you should remove this man from your fellowship.  

 
3 Even though I am not with you in person, I am with you in the Spirit. And as though I were there, I have already passed 
judgment on this man 4 in the name of the Lord Jesus. You must call a meeting of the church. I will be present with you 
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in spirit, and so will the power of our Lord Jesus. 5 Then you must throw this man out and hand him over to Satan so 
that his sinful nature will be destroyed and he himself will be saved on the day the Lord returns. 

 
1 Corinthians 5:9-13 (NLT) - When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual 
sin.10 But I wasn't talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat people, or worship idols. 
You would have to leave this world to avoid people like that. 11 I meant that you are not to associate with anyone who 
claims to be a believer yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or is a drunkard, or 
cheats people. Don't even eat with such people. 

 
12 It isn't my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your responsibility to judge those inside the church 
who are sinning. 13 God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, "You must remove the evil person from 
among you." 

 
There are instances when after prayer and loving and godly confrontation and appeal when the right decision for the protection 
of God’s people and the salvation of an individual person is to be removed from the church community. Reasons for this would be 
for habitual unrepented sin and false teaching, not just for trivial things like personal preferences.  This is done with 
reluctance and fear but according to the directive of Jesus himself: 
 

Matthew 18:15-17 - "If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your 
brother. 16 "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE 
WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED. 17 "If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to 
listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

 
There’s more we could discuss on this matter, but for now we can see that this was something that was practiced by Paul and the 
early church.  But the reason for this is explained by Paul himself in this section. 
 

v. 20 - taught - <3811> παιδεύω paid-euo - which means to train a child. The goal of this is for someone to grow and 
correct the wrong. 

 
v. 20 - blaspheme - <987> βλασφημέω blasphemeo - to speak lightly or profane about sacred things 

 
Here is the ESV study bible note on these words: “If the false teachers repent, they may still be saved; church discipline is 
motivated by love, with the hope that the one disciplined will turn back to the Lord. There is no explicit indication that the 
false teachers directly uttered evil statements about God ("blasphemed"). However, to misrepresent God's truth is to speak ill of 
him.” 
 
When do we name names and how? 
 
Earlier in the chapter Paul highlights the wrong teaching, but doesn’t name the wrong teachers.  And now he specifically 
mentions Hymenaeus and Alexander by name!  
 
Q - What do you think about this? 
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I think there is a pastoral responsibility (as well as all Christians) to highlight and correct wrong teaching.  This is important. 
If pastors are comparable to shepherds, they ought to care for their flocks which includes leading them and feeding them and 
also watching out for threats to their well being.  But I also think that in this instance, the specific teacher is secondary to 
the teaching. If you can learn what a wolf looks like, sounds like, smells like, then you’ll be able to spot them, even if they are 
dressed up slightly differently. 
 
But there is also a place, especially among church elders, to specifically highlight certain people by name - which is what Paul 
does here to a letter written to Timothy (his man on the ground).  And in a certain way and in a certain context this serves an 
important purpose for the care of the sheep.  Ridiculing or mocking or speaking evil about another Christian is never appropriate. 
 
Let’s be sure to honor other people, created in God’s image, even when we disagree with them.  Let’s pray for those who have 
turned away from God and his truth to come back and see His goodness and His way. 
 
The early church was not some massive body with numbers and stats - it was a family with known names and faces. This served as 
a safeguard against evil and also helped care for the needs of the people within and without the church community.  When 
someone was off track, it was noticed and known.  When someone was in need, it was noticed and known. 
 
Sadly, if a modern day Christian is confronted with a sin by a brother/sister or an elder and they aren’t humble or happy about 
it, they can just go to the church across town. Not so in the early church.  Church discipline had an important role to play in 
the life and health of the church body.  This is not an easy situation…but there is good in it.  These are hard things, but 
important things are often hard. 
 

James 5:19-20 - My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, 20 let him know that he who 
turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
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